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Executive Secretary
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U S. Coast Cuard

2100 2nd Street, S.W

Room 3406

Washi ngton, D.C. 20593-001

Re: Deepwater Ports: Advanced Notice of
Proposed Rul emaki ng and Request for
Comments (CGD 97-050)

Dear Si r/ Madam

The Loui siana O fshore Termnal Authority submts the
followng comments in response to the above-referenced ANPRM
LOOP, the only deepwater port |icensed under the Deepwater Port
Act, is located off the coast of Louisiana, and LoTAisS the
agency within the governnent of the State of Louisiana
responsi ble for regulation and oversight of LOOP. hu LOTA is
both fanmiliar with and vitally interested in the federal
regul ation of deepwater ports.

W support the initirative of the Coast Guard to anend the
federal deepwater port regulations asrequired by the Deepwater
Port Mbdernization Act. ¥ were surprised, however, to note the
questions Fosed I n the ANPHM aski ng whet her those regul ations
shoul d include provisions relating to environnental nonitoring
plan revision. The existing regulations clearly reflect the
under st andi ng that each deepwater port's environnental nonitoring
plan will be included as apart of its operations manual. The
| egislative history of the Deepwater Port Mbdernization Act nakes
it clear that, as recently as |ast year, Congress determ ned that
environnental nonitoring plans, a feature of the deepwater port
regulation that is necessarily specific to each port, should be
included in a port's license or operations manual, not in federa
regul ations. Thus, the House Transportation Conmttee Report on
the Mdernization Act cites environnental nonitoring specifically
as one of the subjects in a |licensee's operations manual
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In the case of LOOP, such a provision already exists inits
operations manual, whereby the environmental nonitoring program
is constantly reviewed by the US. Coast Quard and local offices
and agencies with particular expertise relating to the port and
Its unique circunmstances. This mechani sm has functioned well
wth the State and Federal interests being given appropriate
consideration. Gven the clear Congressional direction in this
area, it would be inappropriate to include in amendnents to the
federal deepwater port regulations substantive provisions
relating to environnental nonitoring plans where such regul ations
have not previously done so.

I[f we may provide any further information concerning this
matter, please do not hesitate to tel ephone ne at 504-379-1235.

Terry Gee
Executive Director
LOTA
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